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Abstract
Daoud Al-Tai, Al-Fadhil bin Ayyad and the Early Beginnings of the
Emergence of Sufism in Islam
A study in the First Intellectual Radices of Sufism
Prof. Dhafer Akram Kaddouri (Ph.D.)
University of Diyala
College of Education for Humanities
Department of History

No one of researchers in the emergence of Islamic sects can traverse the stage of
establishing any sect without going through its founding stems and basics , the
beginning of its emergence, the causes of emergence and the development of any
sect, and the reasons for that. This was what had already been included in this
research, which approached the emergence of Islamic mysticism and the
emergence of the Sufi sect, which came through several stages until the
integration of its final form to appear in its image and be called by its title. The
factors that formed it as one of the Islamic sects must have had its reasons, which
this study revealed, part of which is that the first origin of Sufism was the
emergence of asceticism and its men in the first Islamic era, which arose for
several reasons, not least the change in economic life patterns, which prompted
several changes in social life.
Then, this research paper addresses those conflicts that arose between the early
Muslims, the expansion of the state and the entry of many nations and peoples to
Islam, which prompted a number of the first companions or followers to a life of
asceticism. Hence the asceticism had been developed to produce a new pattern in
its final stages which is later known as the Sufis. As their influence shifted from
isolation from life, as an isolation from temptation, in an attempt to be in
asceticism in life, yearning for the first era of the Prophetic era to a new era
represented by the emergence of two personalities, namely Daoud Al-Tai (d. 165
AH) and Al-Fadhil bin Ayyad (d. 187 AH). As the interested researcher can find
in their biography what suggests a new era of transition towards the early stages
of mysticism. The study clarified their biographies, and then mentioned the first
signs that had been issued by them, which are related to the difference from the
behavior of ascetics who preceded them. They are sufficient indications to find
out what ascetics were upon and the difference in thinking and behavior produced
by the early Sufis.
Then the study dealt with the first intellectual radices of Sufism, which relied
heavily upon the behavior of asceticism or even sayings that the Sufis later
adopted, along with what was left by the books of hadiths and the religious
heritage of a new generation of Sufis whose early stages represented the
beginnings of Sufism.
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