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The influence of the ‘Practical Education Course’ delivered at the Special
Education Department / Umm Al-Qura University on the students’ attitudes
towards the teaching profession
Dr. Abdulhameed H. Talafha
Associate Professor of Special Education, Department of Special Education
College of Education - Umm Al-Qura University

ABSTRACT

The current study aimed to identify the influence of the ‘Practical Education
Course’ delivered at the Special Education Department / Umm Al-Qura
University on the students’ attitudes towards the teaching profession. The study’s
variables included: (gender, the place of practical application, the distance to
school, the respondent’s GPA, and the academic specialization .(

The sample of the study, which adopted the descriptive analytical approach,
consisted of (40) respondents (student-teachers) divided as follows: (14) male
students and (26) female students. The researcher utilized a self-developed
questionnaire that is consisted of (54) items including four different areas. The
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questionnaire was distributed to the respondents through two separate stages: the
first stage (before their involvement in studying the practical education course)
and (after the completion of the practical teaching .(

The findings revealed that: there is a statistically significant impact of studying
‘the practical education course’ on the attitudes of UQU students; on the overall
scale (including its overall dimensions) due to the GPA variable; there were no
significant differences for the overall dimensional scale and its domains due to
gender, school distance, and specialization and towards the teaching profession
from receiving a practical education course among those whose GPA varies
between “excellent” and “very good”; as well as on the total dimensional scale
among those whose GPA varies between “good” and “below good”; and finally
there were significant differences in terms of the attitudes between the students
whose GPA is “excellent” and “good” in favor of those with excellent GPA.
Keywords: Practical Education Course, Student-teachers, Attitudes, Teaching
profession.
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