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Abstract Email:

This study focuses on the social classes of Indian society ],:Zl’f:;dofz); 92;%@2‘;1;22 AP
as presented by Abu Rayhan al-Biruni in his work

Tahqiq ma li-I-Hind min Maqilah Magbilah fi al-‘Aql _Published: 1-3-2026

aw Mardhilah (Verifying All That the Indians Recount,  Keywords: oy LSS cdand| !

the Reasonable and the Unreasonable). The research is 5 YA PN

derived from a master’s thesis that aims to analyze the
social structure of Indian society from a historical
perspective. Al-Biruni based his presentation of Indian
social classes on direct interaction, personal observation,
and his profound knowledge of the Indian language and U i O s - giba J gen g Allaa o2a
culture, which endowed his study with a distinctive CCBY 4.0
scholarly character.

(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)

The research examines the caste system that constituted
the organizational foundation of Indian society, which
was divided into principal classes: the Brahmins,
Kshatriyas, Vaishyas, and Shudras, in addition to the
category of the outcastes. Al-Biruni explains that this
system was founded on fixed religious and social
principles, inherited by birth and allowing no social
mobility, a factor that contributed to the entrenchment of
social inequality and discrimination among members of
society.

The study also highlights the impact of this class division
on various aspects of social life, particularly social
relations, marriage, the‘ division of labor, and
individuals’ social status. It concludes that al-Biruni’s
treatment of Indian social classes represents an early
and  significant contribution to social studies,

characterized by accuracy and objectivity, which makes
hic work a fundamoental <ourvce for undorctandino
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