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Abstract

This study examines the manifestations of feminist
discourse in A Mask the Color of the Sky, a novel by the
imprisoned Palestinian novelist Basim Khandagji. It
explores the structural and ontological transformation
of women from stereotypical representations confined
within the collective consciousness into active voices that
drive the historical and national narratives. The study
employs the genetic structuralist approach, drawing on
the analytical frameworks of semiotics and feminist
literary criticism to examine the relationship between the
female characters (Maram, Mary Magdalene, Nora, and
Hajjah Fatimah) and the protagonist Noor’s quest for
identity behind the Mask of Ur.

The study is divided into four sections. The first
examines the narrative structure and the construction of
female subjectivity, while the second explores the
dialectic between image and voice. The third investigates
the manifestations of feminist resistance and the
archaeology of identity, whereas the fourth analyzes the
aesthetics of feminist discourse through intertextuality
and the use of voice messages. The findings demonstrate
that feminist discourse plays a significant role in
humanizing Palestinian space and collective memory,
transforming geography from a silent object of colonial
excavation into a living entity that articulates its
authentic identity. The study further reveals that the
female voice constitutes the only force capable of
liberating the protagonist from the alienation imposed by
the mask, thereby establishing feminist discourse as an
existential and aesthetic structure inseparable from the
essence of the Palestinian cause.
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