Diyala Jour nal

#h“‘ H

p ISSN: 2663-7405
e ISSN: 2789-6838

for Human Research

Website:
djhr.uodiyala.edu.iq

2026 Jsb) (2) sl (109) s L) Egal 1o Alas

—ri g el ) 8 2 ASS atB) 8 g ) 3 g sl Apalann gaad) A
(i)
JUa G 22 an ganadl P taa) i
g8 58 daala - Ailaady) p glall 4y ) 43l
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This study examines the geopolitical dimensions of the N ariclich neea @ el oo
Russian presence in the Kaliningrad Oblast within the _Published: 1- 9 -2026
framework of Russian-Atlantic rivalry, based on a Keywords:— dwobowgssl!
central research question: how has the region’s (> -buwg)— Hlgw yoo — lyiii)E
geographically isolated location contributed to its el Jlods
transformation from a Russian administrative unit into a
strategic instrument with a significant impact on
geopolitical competition between Russia and the West?
The significance of the study lies in the fact that . . e s

. . U i s sa 7 giie Jgea g Allda 038
Kaliningrad represents a unique example of a CCBY 40
geographical exclave that directly affects European (http://creativecommons.or g/li censes/by/4.0/)
regional security, particularly in the Baltic Sea region, .
which is witnessing escalating tensions between Russia
and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to
interpret the geographical, political, and military
dimensions of the region. It concludes that Kaliningrad
isno longer merely an isolated Russian territory, but has
become an active geopolitical tool employed by Russia to
enhance its influence in Europe and counter NATO’s
eastward expansion. The findings also show that the
Suwaltki Gap constitutes a sensitive geopolitical choke
point that directly affects the regional balance of power
and increases the likelihood of tension between the two
Sides.
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Zaid A. H. Al-khafaji, "Geopolitical Dimension of Exclave Crises in Europe (The
Kaliningrad Exclave as A Modal)," Baltic Journal of Law & Politics 15, no: 2, 2022, p537.
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Federal State Statistics Service (Rosstat), "Estimated Population of the Federal Subjects of
the Russian Federation," Statistical Yearbook of Russia, Moscow, 2025. Available at Rosstat
official database (rosstat.gov.ru).
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Lingmar Oldberg, Kaliningrad: Russian Exclave, European Enclave, Swedish Defence
Research Agency, Stockholm, 2001, p12-13.
%_Ingmar Oldberg, op, cit, p13.
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