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This study discussed the problem of the Kuril Islands that were under the
dispute of Russia and Japan. They consist of four islands: Iturub, Kunashir,
Shikotan, and Habomai which were taken by the Soviet Union at the end of
the Second World War in 1945 after the defeat of Japan. Moscow calls them
the Kuril southern islands while Tokyo claas them the northern lands. They
are now under the Russian jurisdiction and Japan wants to reclaim them. In
1960, the soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev, who was eager to end decades of
isolation during the rule of his predecessor Joseph Stalin, promised Japan to
return two of the four islands. This dispute is considered to be the main
obstacle in the way of signing a peace treaty that terminates the hostile acts
between the two countries since the end of the second world war. On the other
hand, the Japanese claim that these islands are a genuine part of their lands
referring to the fact that it is near Hokkaido and the geological similarity with
the Japanese archipelago. In spite of the Russian domination on the islands
which led to a conflict between them and the Russian governments, the
Japanese ownership of the islands was determined in 1875 due to the treaty
between Japan and the Russian government at that time. This treaty gave
Japan the right in the islands for their abdication of Sakhalin island. On the
other hand, Russia has a rigid attitude towards this issue and is not willing to
offer any condescension on these islands. The Russians believe that the Kuril
islands are non-negotiated parts of the Russian lands.

This study falls into four sections. The first section dealt with the natural
characteristics of the study area like the geographical position and the
topography of the island. The second section dealt with the population of the
islands which is regarded as the most effective factor in the political behavior
of the states and the geopolitics. The third section dealt with the history of the
conflict on the four islands and the Russian domination on them, the Russian
withdrawal, the Russian — Japanese war, and the status of the islands after the
second world war. The fourth section included a geopolitical analysis.
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