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Abstract

The Asphyxiators is a group that played a significant role in the social
life in the Islamic Epochs. In spite of the fact that many of their secrets and
mysteries are not figured out due to the rarity of what has reached us of
scattered and dispersed secrets and tales. As for who have written about this
group, their writings were driven by various factors; most of them tried to
enshroud their actions with a religious flavor in what seems as aiming at
accusing dissenters generally. It is not farfetched that such dissenters headed
towards Asphyxiators' places and quarters which were affording a safe
environment away from governmental brutality. Moreover, their design became
a shelter of those dissenters or that some of the objectors have indeed engaged
in suffocation so that a group of them were accused of suffocation and doubts
were knit around them when any person dies of choking along with various
legends and exaggerations surrounding them.

Anyway, the study aims at finding out the origins of this group, their
historic establishment, the origin of its naming, their relation Asphyxiators in
India, trying to catch on the relation between their gods and the pre Islamic idol
(Alozza), common features between the those gods and their lust for murder
and blood, and how Alozza played a role close to the Indian goddess (Kali, the
black Asphyxiator). Furthermore, the study referred to the most prominent
places and names of Asphyxiators, their styles, their rituals of dragging their
prey, methods followed in this procedure, the most notable of their stories and
heritage, what stories were molded about them, stories that spread horror
among people and even governments at times, those poems made a mention of
their quarters and leaders.

Despite that narrators have sometimes refused affording detailed
information concerning them. Yet, Eljahidh was of those who narrated many of
those tales which are, though rare, enough to pinpoint their increasing
influence, which might be resultant of Arabs dealing with other nations after
the immense conquests. This is the case with all affecting and affected
civilizations by any negative or positive new notions. It is worth noting that
those stories told in novels and news books, though some of them are for
entertainment and surprise, is a living image of the great influence of this
group no less than the fact that a number of quarters in cities were bearing
their naming and that many persons were named after them as denoting that
action .
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