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Abstract
The Renaissance Dam crisis between Egypt and Ethiopia - a study of the
Egyptian options
Keywords: Al-Nahda, Egypt, Ethiopia
Dr. Kamal Muhammed Al Shaer
Assistant Doctor of Political Science at the University of Palestine - Gaza
Strip

The issue of water has always been an integral part of the national security of all
countries of the world, as it is the basis for human, animal and plant life, as God
Almighty says: “And We made from water every living thing” (Al-Anbiya, 30).
Water did not form part of national security in the past due to its limited
investment on the one hand, and the lack of need to boil it on the other hand, as
its use was concentrated for drinking, agriculture and transportation purposes
only, but with the development and progress of human societies and countries,
water uses varied and varied, to include power generation and industry, For the
purposes of tourism, in addition to the increase in population growth, which

requires greater quantities of fresh water; Hence, the issue of water has become a
growing concern for countries, and what 1s known as the term “water security”
has emerged. It has become a security issue par excellence that includes a set of
dimensions such as the economic dimension, the political dimension, the legal
dimension, and perhaps the economic dimension that has the most influence in
the issue of the water conflict.

By applying this to the water in the Nile, we find that the first decade of the third
millennium witnessed some developments with regard to the use of the waters of
the Nile from the riparian countries, as these countries went to formulate a system
for collective cooperation to achieve a form of sustainable development through a
reasonable and equitable distribution of the Nile water within the framework of
the Basin Initiative The Nile, which was formed in 1999 AD, and which should
have formed a permanent framework for cooperation under the name “Nile Basin
Commission”, but some Nile source countries such as Ethiopia and others raised
their demands and skipped the aforementioned joint cooperation framework and
declared their right to use the water, and that they do not recognize the existing
agreements since In the colonial era, six of the countries bordering the Nile
(Ethiopia, Uganda, Rwanda, Tanzania, Kenya and Burundi) signed a joint
agreement between them despite the opposition of Sudan and Egypt, the
"downstream countries."

Hence, the Nile water issue began to receive great attention at the official media,
academic and political levels, with a focus on the new and old Ethiopian demands
on the Nile waters, especially since Ethiopia alone contributes about 80% of the
Nile’s water revenue. These demands are represented in building several dams on
the Nile. The Nile River and its tributary, where the Renaissance Dam was
implemented and filled, which negatively affected the Egyptian water security,
which constitutes a departure from the previous agreements of the Nile countries,
and is considered an infringement on the historical and legal rights of Egypt as
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the country downstream of the Nile. From here came this research paper to
address the following research problem:
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