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Japan's First Legislative Elections of 1890
Keywords: constitution, elections, diet, parliament.
Assist. Prof. Dr. Afrah Mohammed Ali
College of Arts — Al-Mustansiriya University — History Department
The importance of studying “Japan's First Legislative Elections of 1890 stems
from the fact that it is the first legislative election in Japan’s history. The diet
formed through this election was the first popularly elected parliament which
contributed to the political process. The opposition formed by it had a role in
making the political decision; as the government was not able to ignore or
downplay its importance. This paper shows how much the Japanese government
benefitted from this election, and the steps and devices it came up with in an

effort to reach favorable results out of it. For the first time in Japan’s history, the

public participates in the political process, after centuries of marginalization
\A
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during the previous political administrations, and during the Meiji era, even
before the constitution and the election law was declared on 11 February 1889,

until they took part in this election on the first of July 1890 .

Ciaalgd)

DQuoted in: Herbert H. Gowen, An Outline History of Japan, D. Appleton and
Company, New York, 1929, P.333.
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