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Abstract
The Human Being in the Thought of The Brethren of Purity
(Ikhwan al-Safa' )
Assist.Prof. Dhafer Akram Kaddouri (Ph.D.)
University of Diyala
College of Education for Humanities

Department of History
The society of Brethren of Purity appeared in the fourth century AH, played an
important impact in the Islamic heritage. As they worked to issue certian themes
and messages later known as the Letters of the Brethren of Purity. The number of
these letters reached fifty-one and the last message came under the title of the
comprehensive message, and thus the number of those messages became fifty-two
in which the Brethren of Purity touched on the most prominent and most
important of these messages, including those related to the divine or mundane
sciences, whether those natural sciences or what has to do with the creation of
man and his various social activities. The Brethren of Purity (Ikhwan al-Safa' )
also dealt with the establishment of systems by humans that organize his life, the
affairs of power and the interaction between human societies. The Brethren of
Purity (Ikhwan al-Safa’' ) have made efforts to read the history and sciences of
other civilizations, trying to explain it considerably through the Islamic heritage
and the religious text, as they had views in their interpretation of the first verses
of creation of man and the issue of human will, as well as the impact of natural
phenomena on man and his behavior, and the value of community. They singled
out messages for each science and art out of these arts, trying to review the
products of the Greek, Byzantine and Sassanid civilizations and the findings of
the scholars of these civilizations. It seems to be that the translation movement
that the Abbasids were interested in and which transformed the mentioned
heritage of these nations into a material that can be viewed and benefited from.
This resulted in a new thought related to the Islamic heritage that greatly
benefited the Brethren of Purity (Ikhwan al-Safa' ). Their reading of the Islamic
heritage was a new scientific reading that enriched Islamic thought with many
sciences and greatly increased knowledge and awareness in the field of factual
sciences.
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