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The Role of the Soviet Union in the Establishment of the Chinese United
Front to Fight Japan 1935-1937
A Research Paper Submitted by
Researcher: Ahmed Ali Mansour Prof. Abdulrahman Idrees
Saleh(Ph.D.)
Keywords: union, soviet, Chinese
Abstract

The establishment of the anti-Japanese united front between the communists
and the nationalists, in the mid-thirties of the twentieth century, constituted a
pivotal event in the Chinese efforts to resist the Japanese occupation. The
establishment of that united front led to the suspension of the Chinese civil war
between the communists and the nationalists. The focus of the Chinese military
effort to confront the Japanese invasion, and the role of the Soviet Union in
establishing that front was fundamental by using its strong influence in China to
push for consensus between the two parties to form the united anti-Japanese front.
The call of the Soviet Union to establish a national united front in China came in
response to a number of international and regional variables represented in the
threat faced by the national security of the Soviet Union, especially after the rise
of central regimes, especially Nazism in Germany and fascism in Italy and the
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growth of expansionist militarism in Japan. All these factors raised the concern of
the Soviet Union due to the rapprochement among those regimes to establish an
anti-communist alliance to confront these threats. The Soviet government took a
number of steps, the most prominent of which was the call for a united front. The
success of the Soviet call in China showed the extent of the power and influence
that the latter had on both sides of the conflict in China. The support provided by
the Soviet Union to the two parties and the guarantees it provided were a key
factor in the continuation of the united front until the surrender of the Japanese
government.
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