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Abstract

The decision of the Arab Oil-exporting countries in
October 1973 to use oil as a political pressure
weapon in order to find a peaceful settlement of the
Arab-Israel conflict, and to cut off the supply of oil
to unfriendly countries, caused a global energy
crisis, the effects of which extended to most of the
oil-consuming countries, including Japan, for its
main dependence on Arab oil and the decision of
the Arab countries Classifying it as one of the
unfriendly countries, to confront this crisis, the
Japanese government sought to adopt a balanced
position by declaring its support for the Arab
position on the one hand, and appeasing the United
States of America on the other hand, and
contributed to the high rates of inflation, the rise in
prices, and the decline in the Japanese economic
growth rate in 1974 For the first time since the end
of World War Il, Japanese public opinion escalated
towards the government and the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party, and this was embodied in the
decline in the party’s popularity and seats in the
House of Councilors elections in 1974, and the
criticisms leveled at Japanese Prime Minister
Tanaka Kakui, which forced the latter to resign .
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