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The Landlocked Geographical Location and Its Effects on the Power of the
Austrian State
(Analytical Study: Austria as a Model)

Austria is a landlocked country located in the middle of Europe and it was part of
the Hungarian Empire, but after the First World War that empire disintegrated
and Austria became a geographically closed country. This closure caused several
problems at the beginning of its secession as it reduced its economic and political
opportunities. After the Second World War, Austria pledged not to enter into any
military alliances and do not allow any country in the world to build any military
bases on its territory. Austria adopted the principle of permanent neutrality, and it
obtained its independence on July 27, 1955. It is considered one of the small
countries with an area of (83,859) km? with Mountainous nature where
mountains constitute about 62% of its area, and the Danube River and the Alps
are the most prominent landmarks in Austria. Most the population of Austria
(88%) speaks the German language, and it has a population of (8,933,346)
million people according to the United Nations statistics for 2020 and this
population is proportional to its size and represents one of its strength factors of
this small country.

The system of government is federal that adheres to the principle of permanent
neutrality and distancing itself from all conflicts. It has been able to overcome the
problem of its landlocked location and direct towards the development of the
country at all levels. The landlocked does not effect on the country because of its
proximity to the ports of neighboring countries, strategic location in the middle of
Europe and great progresses in the scientific and technological sectors. Austria
becomes a bonding ground for all countries through which its commercial
activities pass and became a gateway to central Europe by virtue of its
geographical location as well as its proximity to the developed countries such as
Germany, Italy and Switzerland which contributed to its economic and
commercial development and this is regarded as a strength factor for this country.
It is surrounded by eight countries from the north of the Czech Republic and
Germany, to the south by Slovenia and Italy, to the east by Hungary and
Slovakia, and to the west by Switzerland and Liechtenstein.
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