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The Clan School in Istanbul (1892-1907), a documentary study
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Nour Ibrahim Najm Qahtan Ahmed Farhoud
Diyala University/College of Education for Human Sciences
Abstract

Sultan Abdul Hamid Il (1876-1909 AD) inaugurated a government school for the
sons of Arab, Kurdish and Albanian sheikhs and tribes, called the “Clan School”
in Istanbul. Education in it was at the expense of the Ottoman Empire, which took
care of all the students’ needs and allocated them a monthly stipend until their
graduation. The school lasted fifteen years (1892-1907). The school accepted
students between the ages of 12 and 16. Its establishment came as part of the
Sultan's policy of controlling the Arab states and subjecting them to his central
policy and the center of power in Istanbul.

The Arab tribes and Bedouin clans opposed state control over them, so the
Ottomans sought to change their nature and settle them and impose other annual
taxes and levies on them in order to contain them and ensure their loyalty to the
state. The establishment of the Clan School was an important step within this
framework. The Ottoman documents indicated that Sultan Abdul Hamid Il had
personally taken an interest in establishing this school in terms of organization
and study, and drawn up its regulations and plans for employing students in it
after graduating in civil and military jobs. Therefore, its system was different
from other military schools that did not allow graduates to be appointed to
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civilian jobs, and this explains its establishment and complete equipping in a
period not exceeding three months.

The instructions were sent to the Arab governors in Syria, Aleppo, Jerusalem,
Baghdad, Mosul, Basra, Tripoli, the West, Benghazi, Yemen and the Hijaz, and
the names of the students were determined, and fifty students were accepted in
the first stage. Education continued in the school until February 1907 AD, after
which it was closed for political and economic reasons. Some sources mention
that it was closed due to its high expenses and the state's inability to meet its
requirements, as well as its inability to employ graduates. However, some sources
indicate that the closure was due to students complaining about the difference in
food and climate from what they were accustomed to, which led to their illness
and repatriation. But although that school was closed within a short time, it
succeeded in graduating many sons of the clans who returned to their homelands
after acquiring a high education.
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