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Abstract

This thesis aims to monitor the existential anxiety in the novels
of Ahmed Saadawi as a problematic of the ontological issues that
the postmodern narrative works on, by revealing the postmodern
narrative awareness from which the novels of Ahmed Saadawi
started, and the conscious of the scattered and dispersed world that
suffers from wulgarity and futility, especially the Iragi reality
following 2003, when the Iraqi scene went through fluctuations and
terrifying moments, which prompted the novelist to approach it
according to a new vision of the world, hence we find that the
fictional characters in his novels, including the narrator, the hero
and other characters, appeared at different levels and suffering
from existential anxiety, with an internal sense of oppression and
contraction, accompanied by fear of torment or misery, that one
feels powerless in front of them, Noting that existential anxiety tend
to abound in places where there are wars, conflicts and critical
political, social and economical condiitions.

The nature of the thesis required that it be divided into an
Introduction, three axes and a conclusion. In the introduction, we
have explained the distinction between the modernist narrative and
the postmodern narrative in their functions in terms of the vision
and the questions posed by each of them, and we further explained
the concept of anxiety and existential anxiety in particular. The
First Axis is titled “Love and Existential Anxiety”, in which we have
elaborated the relationship of love with existential anxiety and how
Saadawi treated it in his novels. The Second Axis is titled “The
Place and The FExistential Anxiety”, which deals with the
relationship of place of the human-being’s existence and his
anxiety, while the Third Axis comes under the title of “Death and
FExistential Anxiety”, in which we explained the relationship of
death with existential anxiety, as a primary source of existential
anxiety, and the Conclusion includes the most important findings of
the thesis.
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