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Abstract

The policies of exclusion, racial marginalization, and  Published:1-12-2023

monopoly of power by successive governments in =
Liberia led to the outbreak of two civil wars duringthe ~ Keywords ‘«ddaY/ c1g,2)/
period (1989-2003). These wars depleted both the Lnd(JGbY

economic and human resources of the country,

turning Liberia into a local and international arena of DA 1 g i Jguag Wlde 03
conflict for over a decade. This conflict had a CCBY 4.0
significant impact on children, who represent the (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)

future and basic pillar of Liberia. With the progression
and prolonged duration of military operations during
the civil wars, and the depletion of human resources
caused by the fighting, children under the age of
eighteen were seen as a valuable commodity,
providing armed factions with a massive human
resource on the front lines. They were exploited in
areas controlled by these armed groups, used as labor
in mines for natural resource extraction, and
employed in looting, plundering, and transporting
supplies, among other tasks. The process of child
recruitment during the Liberian civil wars resulted in
the killing and injuring of thousands of children,
flagrantly violating children's rights in Liberia,
particularly in West Africa as a whole.
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